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Bruce Horowitz, Principal, Rail Transport Economics
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This approach is an attempt to come to grips with the high level of complexity in getting transpor-
tation projects done. It sometimes appears that political will, funding and planning must occur
simultaneously (and spontaneously) across many different organizations, at nj@mytinued)

www.indianahighspeedrail.org f Hoosiers for Passenger Rail or Indiana Passenger Rail Association
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nundrum. Rail Plan, under
development by
= the Federal Rail
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(FRA).

Next, Ms. Kitty Kurth, of the public relations firm, Kurth
Lampe, gave an interesting presentation describing ways the
citizen can effectively influence the course of events at the
political level. Since everything about transit appears to have
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helpful, and practical, answers to the ofterasked question by - back down to
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must flex our citizenship muscles. (Metropolitan

rmmmughmmwmwnsm-nmus is celebrating Planning Coun-
. . effort to educate lic al H
On a related note, Dave Winters (MHSRA) provided the gath- sl Sl SSCiiit S cil) shared some

ering an update on transitelated legislative developments
within lllinois.

thoughts on the
financing of
transit projects.
This was followed by an interesting technical presentation Such  projects
by Levar Hoard (Urban Development Lab), concerning the are expensive,
use of hydrogen as a fuel for rail motive power. Mr. Hoard  requiring a major upfront investment. The key to moving for-
addressed himself primarily to the details of the technical ward may be to exercise creativity in discovering ways to gen-
solution, but there was a brief discussion, towards the end, erate new money to be used for transit.

of the economics of a hydrogerbased approach.

Finally, the session concluded with a presentation by Mr.
The morning was concluded by Mr. Bruce Horowitz, with a ChenYu Lin (University of lllinois graduate student) on ways
description of a proposal for a higgpeed rail project in Texas/ to address safety considerations on mixed use (passenger &
Oklahoma, different from the Texas centric approach put forr AOAECEOQ OAEI 1 ETAO8 - 08 , ET 8¢
ward by the Texas Central Railway company. This proposaltions to determine risk factors to be addressed.
would be for a system covering a larger geographic area of
Texas & Oklahoma, employing a mix of service levels (as op-The meeting was both interesting and informative, well
posed to pure higkspeed rail), and would be designed to in- worth the day devoted to it.
terchange with the national rail system (as opposed to being
purely an internal Texas affair). However, there seemed to be a sense of treading water, as
opposed to moving forward. We all knew the situation, but it
The system described by Mr. Horowitz assumed significant ~ was not addressed.
financial participation on the part of various governmental
organizations. Political problems are preventing progress in lllinois, Wis-
consin and Ohio. Michigan is proceeding incrementally on
There was a break for lunch followed by Mr. Martin Ritter conventional rail projects, as Indiana has also started to do.
(CEO of Stadler USA) who gave the keynote speech. The key-
note described a product offering from Stadler, consisting of No one knows when (or if) new Federal money will become
state of the art train sets using a new and interesting ap- available, and under what conditions. It seems that we in the
proach to the motive power. This consists of designing the Midwest are doing well to move slowly on getting a few im-
power units so that the actual power arrangements are inter- provements in conventional rail, with no sign of anything ap-
changeable. proaching high speed rail on the horizon.

It would essentially be possible to drop a diesel electric, It may be that it is our regional political culture that is
pure electric, or mixed power equipment into the same car  standing in the way of progress. As citizens, we should all
body shell. Innovative approaches were also used regard- accept a personal challenge to do what we can to change
ing the coaches, so that the same units could be used with  that culture. Yes, we need to pay attention to politics, take
both high and low-level platforms. it seriously, and get involved.

Next, Mr. Chris Kopp (HNTB consulting firm) presented some
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Amtrak Midwest Adds Trains
for Tulip Time in Holland, Ml

Courtesy, Michigan Association of Railroad Passengers

Fellow Rail Passengers,

The Michigan Department of Transportation and Amtrak
Midwest are sponsoring additionalPere Marquetteservice
in May to the Tulip Time Festival in Holland, Michigan.

Amtrak will operate extra trains oMay 5 and 12, departing
Chicago Union Station a?7:05 a.m.and returning at8:24
p.m. The schedule is set up to allow a day trip to the Tulip
Time Festival.

The extra train to Holland will stop at HammondWhiting,
Indiana, at 7:30 a.m., and make intermediate stops in St.
Joseph and Bangor before arriving in Holland &t1:29 a.m.

The return trip to Chicago will leave Holland®b60 p.m.The
trains will operate as Nos. 374 and 375.

In addition, regularly scheduledPere Marquettetrains #370
and #371 will stop at HammondWhiting on May 5, 6, 12
and 13, convenient for southof-the-lake passengers who
want to stay overnight in Holland.
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Cherry Blossoms in Full Bloom as
RPA Descends on Washington, DC

By Tod K. Bassler, Indiana Council Representative,

Rail Passengers Association

The April2018 Rail Passengers Association (RPA a.k.a. NARP)
Advocacy Summit andDay on the [Capitol] Hilwas a re-
sounding success with many goals met. The cherry blossoms
were at their prime making Washington DC a beautiful place
in Spring! The Summit was again held at the Alexandria, VA
Hilton Hotel conveniently located adjacent to the [King Street

- Old Town]Metro statior**. Next to the Metro station is the
Alexandria Amtrak station also serving thérginia Railway

Expres(VRE)***,

The scheduled events for the RPA Advocacy Summit were
on Sunday evening, all day Monday and Wednesday morn-
ing. The highlights of the Summit were:

(1) Board of Directors Meeting (open to all attendees)

(2) The Alexandria Mayor welcomed us

(3) Status of implementation Positive Train Control (PTC)

(4) Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) Grant Programs
and Funding

(5) Rail Transportation + City Building (Keynote)

(6) Amtrak Host Railroad Performance (OTP in 2017 was 44%)

(7) National Network Issues

(8) Council Members (including Duane & Tod) Division Meeting

(9) Annual Council Business Meeting {B3w Amendment,
voting for RPA Officers, other business)

On Monday evening, all Summit attendees were invited to

an Open House at the RPA Office, a better office than the

previous location. It's great to see where the RPA staff

spend their time while advocating for better Passenger Rail
in the USAI

Tuesday was the Day on
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ing the nineday festival fromMay 5- May 13, 2018, visitors
can experience Tulip City tours, an artisan market, quilt
shows, carnivals, Tall Ships dockside, Dutch dance perform-
ances and parades.

Most of the events are within walking distance of theHolland
Amtrak station with shuttle services available as well. For
complete festival information , visit Tuliptime.com.

For more information and to book ticket€LICK HERI®r
phone 80USARAIL.

traveling to Capitol Hill
from Alexandria, we en-
countered a problem with
Metro (i.e. no train) that
forced us to walk much
more than  originally
planned to reach The Hill.

This resulted in an injury
to one of our Indiana par-
ticipants (continued)
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