
The Midwest High Speed Rail Association is a member-supported non-profit 
advocating for fast, frequent and dependable trains linking the entire Midwest.  
I have been the full-time executive director since February of 2001.	


We are working to develop a bold vision for high-speed rail in the Midwest and 
then break that vision into bite size pieces that policy makers can implement.  
Siemens Transportation has partnered with us to take a major step forward in 
developing a vision by donating a high-level engineering and economic impact 
study.  I'll talk about that study in particular towards the end of this 
presentation, but first I would like to provide a little information on some other 
steps we are taking to develop a vision for high-speed rail.	




One key challenge to overcome for an integrated Midwest high-speed rail 
network is Chicago Union Station.  Union Station is, to say the least, 
inadequate. We need to start talking about how to fix it.	


The City of Chicago has already begun to study the problem. For example, 
they have long proposed a new tunnel, called the West Loop Transportation 
Center, under Clinton St. for new bypass tracks.	


We wanted to make sure that the City also included a bolder vision for a new 
station in their analysis.  So we started to explore what might be possible if the 
buildings over the concourse were torn down. Solomon, Cordwell, Benz & 
Associates was kind enough to help us envision what a new Union Station 
might look like.	




I believe that it should be possible to catch a train every hour from any of the 
major cities of the Midwest directly to either Union Station or O'Hare.  But to 
make those direct routes a reality, the trains have to be able to get through 
Union Station.  Currently tracks coming in from the North and South dead-end 
at Union Station. Being able to travel all the way through the station from the 
North to the South, or vice versa, would increase efficiency of operations for 
both the station and the network as a whole. 	


In working with Solomon, Cordwell, Benz and Associates, we think we have 
found a good solution to that problem in a design that offers the possibility of 8 
through tracks.	




A second key project  we are working on is to tell the story of the Upper 
Midwest economy. One way we accomplish this is to use a series of images on 
maps to to tell the story visually. 	


For example, the map above shows that the Midwest is one of four or five key 
regions in the continental US.  We have roughly one-third of the population, 
key water resources and some of the best farmland.  	




We have a strong base of corporate headquarters.  This map shows where 
Fortune 500 headquarters are located in the region.	




Finally, this map shows where research and development is concentrated.  
Notice that these dots don't necessarily line up with the headquarters dots.  By 
looking at these maps, we begin to realize that we need to better connect all 
Midwest assets.	




O’Hare Airport is one of the Midwest’s biggest assets. Business, industry, 
academic, and population centers need to be better connected to each other and 
the rest of the world.  From O'Hare you can go just about anywhere with one 
connection. The regional feeder flights that this international service depends 
on are becoming less and less economical.  We need a better way to get more 
people to O'Hare to support critical long-distance flights. High speed trains are 
the answer.	




To give you a sense of scale, here is a high-speed map of Europe.  The solid 
purple lines are routes where trains travel 155 mph or greater.  Dashed purple 
is under construction.  Blue is where some level of planning or financing is 
underway.	


Spain is roughly the size of the Midwest.  London - Paris - Marseille is roughly 
equivalent to St. Paul - Chicago - Cincinnati.	


Note that Turkey is already operating bullet trains. 	




This is Asia to the same scale.  Tokyo to Osaka was the first bullet train and 
began operating in 1964.  China's first high-speed line, from Beijing to Tianjin, 
opened for the 2008 Olympics.  It is a little shorter in length than Chicago - 
Milwaukee. 	




This is the same scale map for the Eastern US.  This map is a little out of date.  
Illinois Governor Quinn Recently announced that planning has begun on a 
bullet train line linking O'Hare - Chicago and Champaign to St. Louis and/or 
Indianapolis.  Also, Texas was awarded federal funds to begin design work on 
a Dallas/Fort Worth - Houston bullet train.	




This is our goal for the Midwest.  As in the other maps, purple represents bullet 
train lines.  	


The core network of bullet trains links 9 or 10 major metro areas.  All Amtrak 
routes would be upgraded to at least 90 mph with a least 4 trains a day, linking 
over 200 additional cities and towns.  These lines are shown on this slide in 
orange.	




While improved Amtrak service is good, only Bullet trains will transform 
travel.  These are the proposed travel times from Chicago along the bullet train 
routes in our network.	




As I mentioned before, Siemens Transportation sponsored a major feasibility 
study of a Midwest network. The study predicted that 43 million people would 
use a bullet train network when completed.	


For comparison, that is roughly half of what Southwest carries nationwide, 
even though this network would serve one third of the nation’s population.	




But what does this mean for the Midwest? So far, we have only studied the 
economic impacts to Chicago.	


Even then, the impacts are huge with Chicago seeing a $13.8 billion a year 
increase in economic activity.  We are seeking funds to conduct similar 
analysis for the additional cities on the network.	




In Illinois specifically, implementing our bullet train vision is moving forward. 
On June 6, Governor Quinn announced the formation of a study team to 
analyze a potential bullet train line linking O’Hare - Downtown Chicago and 
Champaign.  The study will also look at if an initial extension to Indianapolis 
and/or St. Louis should be included.	


We have long envisioned independent lines linking Chicago and St. Louis and 
Chicago and Cincinnati.  A St. Louis to Cincinnati connection has rarely been 
mentioned. A “T-Bone” design for this system however, would allow for much 
tighter connections between all four of these major cities.	




We believe that bullet trains are something people in the Midwest want.  
People can get work done, walk about, or relax, all while comfortably being 
whisked across hundreds of miles in only one or two hours.	




All of these things can only happen with your support.  I’m now open to any 
questions you may have.	



